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great measure a heathen city. Athanasius says that,
while Antony was there, as many became Christians
in a few days as were commonly converted in the
course of the year. This fact is important, not only
as showing us the purpose which his miracles answered,
but as informing us by implication that pretensions
such as Antony's were not of every day's occurrence
then, but arrested attention and curiosity at the time,
26. We have a similar proof of the comparative
rareness of such miraculous power in St. Jerome's
Life of Hilarion. When the latter visited Sicily, one
of his disciples, who was seeking him, heard in
Greece from a Jew that " a Prophet of the Christians
had appeared in Sicily, and was doing so many
miracles and signs, that men thought him one of the
old Saints." Hilarion was the first solitary in Pales-
tine, and a disciple of St. Antony. St. Jerome
enumerates various miracles which were wrought ,by
him, such as his giving sight to a woman who had
been ten years blind, restoring a paralytic, procuring
rain by his prayers, healing the bites of serpents with
consecrated oil, curing a dropsy, curbing the violence
of the sea upon a shore, exorcising the possessed, and
among these a camel which had killed many persons
in its fury. When he was solemnly buried, ten
months after his death, his Monk's dress was quite
whole upon him, and his body was entire as if he had,
been alive, and sent forth a most exquisite fragrance*